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Easter Faith 

On Easter Sunday we heard that when the women went to the tomb with  
spices on the first day of the week at early dawn and found it empty, two men  
in dazzling clothes appeared and asked them, òWhy do you look for the living among 
the dead? He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in Gali-
leeéthat he would be crucified, and on the third day rise againó (Lk 24:5a-6). 
When those men told Jesusõ mother Mary, Mary Magdalene, and the other 
women to òremember,ó they didnõt mean they should go home and write an 
obituary for Jesus, like the obituary that appeared on Facebook this past week. 
That obituary says, essentially, that Jesus did and taught some great things, but 
now heõs dead and gone, and itõs all up to us. End of storyñhis story, anyway. 

But the Jesus who is described in the Facebook obituary is not the Jesus whom 
the women, who had been with Jesus since the early days of his ministry, knew. 
Having remembered what Jesus had said and done in Galilee and on the road to 
Jerusalem, when the men in dazzling clothes had told them the tomb was empty 
because Jesus had risen, they believed them. So they went, immediately, to tell 
the eleven disciples and the others with them that Jesus had risen! 
Luke tells us that, to the men, òthese words seemedéan idle tale, and they did not believe 
themó (Lk 24:10b). Peter ran to the tomb and saw for himself that what the 
women had said was true! 

Then, later that day, Jesus walked with two of his followers on the road to  
Emmaus and, when he later blessed and broke the bread at supper, they recog-
nized him. Returning to Jerusalem, they told the disciples and others who were 
gathered together what had happened. Then Jesus appeared among them, 
showed them his hands and his feet, still bearing the wounds of his crucifixion, 
and asked, òHave you anything here to eató (Lk 24:41b)? So they gave him a piece of 
broiled fish, which he ate in their presence. He is risen, indeed! 
The obituary that suggests that Jesus did and taught some great things, and is 
now dead and gone, represents what many people around us think, today: 
òGood man, old news, irrelevant. Letõs have some Easter candy!ó  

We know differently.  
We know, because we have experienced it our-
selves, that Jesus Christ still lives for us, and 
among us, as Godõs love, poured out for all   
creation. Itõs up to us, empowered by the living 
Christ, to proclaim our Easter faith by continu-
ing, with him, to build the story of Godõs prom-
ised future of justice, peace, and love. 
Christ is risen! Alleluia! 

                                    
Sandy Selby, Bridge Pastor 
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From the Desk of the Clerk of Session: 

The regular meeting of Session was on Tuesday, March 25, 2025. 
Rev. Dr. Sandy Selbyõs contract as Bridge Pastor was renewed for three 
months (April 11 ð July 10, 2025), as per the attached agreement. 

The March meeting of Eastminster Presbytery included acting on several    
motions from General Assembly. The Eastminster Presbytery website includes 
a summary of the meeting. Confirmands are to meet with Session at the begin-
ning of the April 29 meeting to receive their statements of faith and accept 
them as members. They will then be received as members during the 
May 18 worship service. 

The 2024 year-end financial report noted a net loss of $44,752. This does not 
include the net loss from two flood emergencies of $16,000. The loss was cov-
ered by a transfer from reserve funds. The 2025 budget was approved with a 
projected deficit. However, the budget reflects lower projected pledges (based 
on pledges received to date), having full-time pastor for nine months, and no 
reductions in committee budgets. 

Don Rearick reported on recent events that have occurred with WYDACA. 
Ed Labbe noted that the Pastoral Nominating Committee has considered 81 
candidates so far, with serious discussions having occurred with some.       
Rev. Chance commended them for their work. 

Rev. Dr. Selby noted that at least one person has expressed interest in joining 
Westminster to her. Session agreed to extend an invitation to potential new 
members to attend a New Member Class as the initial step in becoming a 
member of Westminster. 

Session approved offering an after-school program for WYDACA school-age 
children 2 days a week, based on the proposal, objective, costs and Memoran-
dum of Understanding as presented. Other events were also approved. 
The Annual Congregational Meeting was held after the morning worship ser-
vice on April 6. Ed Labbe provided a report from the Pastoral Nominating 
Committee. Treasurer Jim Cole provided a financial report. The following of-
ficers were elected: Elders: Ellen Daugherty, Ed Labbe, Marge Rearick (3 year 
terms); Kate Clark (1 term to fill vacancy). 
Deacons: Martha Rowe, Jennifer Vicarel, Madeline Wilson (3 year terms); 
Raphael Peoples (2 year term to fill vacancy). 
Endowment Director: Marc Messaros (3 year term). 
Nominating Committee: Andi Jopperi, Raphael Peoples, Kristy Yates  
(1 year term). 

                                
                                                        ~Alec Works 
                                                                          Clerk of Session о 

The Jerusalem Times 

òHe is Risen! Alleluia!ó 



 

June 2025 Script Deadline 
Please have your articles and pictures submitted to  
the church office at wpcoffice1250@gmail.com  
by Saturday, May 10, 2025.  

I hope you are enjoying ´The Scriptµ, your feed back and 
entries are appreciated. ~Dawn M Pokorny , Editor 
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Save The Date: 

§ WPC Celtic Garden Perennial/Discipleship Committee Garage 
Sale at 10-2 pm., Saturday, May 3rd. 

§ Justin T. Rogers Hospice Project, May 17th, 9-3 pm. 

§ Celebrating with our Confirmation Class of 2025 on May 18, at 
WPC at 10:30 am with reception following. 

§ Cuyahoga Community Chorus at Westminster Presbyterian Church   
May, 18, 2025 at 4:00 pm. in the Sanctuary. 

§ Memorial Day Picnic, Sunday, May 25th, after 10:30 am worship. 

§ Community Dinner, Thursday, May, 29th at 4:45 pm. (WHH). 
§ Picnic and Carillon Concert, June 8th on Westminsterõs lawn at 

12:15 pm., more details to come. 

Some of  our congregation sharing 

a ́ Cup of Joeµ after worship 

in fellowship hall. Bringing Cheer to Residents of Rockynol 

On April 1, several WPC members of all ages delivered vases of  
carnations to 73 deserving folks in all of the Assisted Living area  

and the Health Care Center at Rockynol! No Foolinõ!  
In addition, two members in Independent Living also  

received a carnation bouquet to enjoy. 
After we finished at Rockynol, we split up and  

drove to facilities so that  
10 members elsewhere could also enjoy both a visit and flowers.  

Thanks to Kristy Yates for ordering and picking up the carnations and 
greenery! Two of our flower deliverers stole the show:  

Audrielle (age 3) who was there with her mom, Madeline Wilson and 
Vaughn (age 4), who was there with his grandma,  

Suzanne Grafinger. Rounding out the volunteers was Lisa Bansen-
Harp, Donna Gorring, Kris Keller, and Margo Works. 



 

Staff Mon Tues Weds Thurs Fri 

Rev. Sandy Selby Call Office To Make  Appt. 

Dave Bodnar 
8:00am-

12:30pm 

8:00am-

12:30pm 

8:00am-

12:30pm 

8:00am-

12:30pm 
 

Lou Camerato 
8:30am-

12:30pm 
   

8:30am-

12:30pm 

Jim Cole Call  Office   To Make  Appt. 

Dawn Pokorny 
8:30am-

4pm 

8:30am-

4pm 

8:30am-

4pm 

8:30am-

4pm 

8:30am-

4pm 

Gwynne Rearick Call  Office For Avail. Times 

Pat Schumacher 
8:30am-

12:30pm 

8:30am-

12:30pm 

8:30am-

12:30pm 

8:30am-

12:30pm 

8:30am-

12:30pm 

Nik Stackpole Call  Office  For  Avail. Times 
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Westminster News: 

 р 

Staff Schedules 

   
The Thursday Bible study group will be continuing their  
òSearch for Hopeó in the Bible by concentrating on  

the book of Revelation.  
If you have ever wondered how to read and interpret this amazing 

book, this would be a great opportunity on Thursdays from 7-8 pm.  
Contact Rae Leonard for a Zoom link. 

leonardrae4@gmail.com 

Serving Others/Serving Christ Together May 17th (rain date May 31st) 
The Eastminster Presbytery Resource Committee is organizing a mission  
service project and is inviting churches of the Presbytery to join together     
to serve others. The project is being planned for May 17th at the Justin T. 
Rogers Hospice Care Center in Akron. The day will be spent sprucing up   
the property for spring so that it will be more inviting for the residents. This 
is a great opportunity for Westminster to work alongside other churches, 
friends in Christ to help and serve others. Mark your calendar for May 17th 
and watch for more information as it becomes available. "Many hands make 
light work." Let's get out and serve together! Please contact Stacy Franzmann 
if you interested in helping and attending. sfranzma@kent.edu 
 
First Sunday Food Collection will take place on the first Sunday of each 
month. Non-perishable items requested are chicken and tuna in a can, pre-
packaged dinners, fruits and vegetables in a can, pudding, toilet paper, paper 
towels, and personal care items such as toothpaste, tooth brushes, body soap, 
deodorant etc. Monetary donations are also appreciated. Help fill the òred 
bagsó to help those who are less fortunate. 
 
Pentecost June 8th  
The Pentecost Offering will be received from May 25th through June 8th. 
This special offering supports at-risk children, youth and young adults. This 
church-wide offering helps our youth establish a strong start in life which 
carries them from childhood through the formative years to young adult-
hood. 40% stays with our congregation to support ministries with children, 
youth and young adults. 25% supports young adult volunteers serving in 
communities around the world, and growing as leaders through transforma-
tive Christian service. 25% supports ministries with youth including the Pres-
byterian Youth Triennium. Then 10% is devoted to children at-risk and sup-
ports to improve education and provide safe havens. Help nurture the faith 
of children, youth and young adults with your generous gifts. "For if we all 
do a little, it adds up to a lot." Envelopes will be in the pews beginning May 
25th as well as online giving.  
 

www.westminsterakron.org 
Please check out the church website for upcoming music and church events. 
Members and non-members are all invited to participate and help in the 
many fellowship events happening at Westminster Church.  
Letõs grow in our community together. 



 

The Garden Grub Club/After School Program  

Lisa Bansen Harp and Jennifer Vicarel are engaging preschoolers in 
a delightful story time session, where they are fostering important 
lessons about kindness and compassion through captivating tales 
and interactive discussions. In parallel, my daughter Ariel and I are 
dedicated to teaching the older children about the fascinating world 
of  food and nutrition.  
As part of  this initiative, the kids will embark on a hands-on journey 
where they will first brainstorm and plan a nutritious meal together. 
They will learn about the importance of  fresh ingredients by grow-
ing the vegetables necessary for their chosen dishes in our commu-
nity garden. Once the vegetables are ready, they will also create a  
detailed grocery list and research the costs of  any additional items 
they need to complete their meal. 
The culmination of  this project will take place in August, when we 
host a special dinner for their families. The children will take an   
active role in preparing and cooking the meal, transforming their 
learning into a delicious dining experience that showcases their hard 
work and creativity.                                             
               ~Gwynne Rearick 
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Discipleship Doings  

The Discipleship Committee is working with the Outreach Committee 
to provide back-to-school supplies in August for immigrant families 
served by the International Welcome Center. Proceeds from the May 3  

garage sale will help with this effort. If you are able to contribute items 
for the garage sale, we would welcome your donations. 

They can be dropped off at the church on April 30, May 1, or May 2. 
If you would like to help on the day of the sale, please contact Gwynne 
or Dottie. Watch for more information in upcoming Scripts and in the 
Bulletins with details on other ways you can contribute to the August 
back-to-school supplies effort. 

We will be celebrating our confirmation class on May 18 with a recep-
tion following the worship service. We hope that you will join us on 
that day to help us recognize our youth. 

On June 8, the Discipleship Committee will be assisting Nik with the 
Carillon Concert Picnic on the church lawn after the worship service. 
We will be providing activities for children. 

Our Adult Bible Study and Adult Book Study groups will be wrapping 
up in May and taking a hiatus for the summer months. We hope you 
will consider joining one or both of these groups when they start back 
up in September. Watch this space for information. 

A òrebootó for our dinner groups is currently taking place. If you are 
not yet part of a dinner group but would like to join or if you just 
would like more information, contact Dottie Erb, at email address: 
erbd@icloud.com 

Scam Alerts: 

Habitat for Humanity of Summit County has reported fake ads 
claiming that they are offering free roofs and bathroom remodels-
this is NOT true! Do not click on any links in these ads. 
If you are unsure about the legitimacy of an ad or offer, you  
should call the supposed service directly. 
You can reach Habitat for Humanity of Summit County at 
330.745.7734. 
This information has been provide by Elliot Kolkovich, Summit 
County Prosecutorõs office. 
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Community Dinner 
On Thursday, March 27, WHH was the setting for many bustling 
volunteers to prepare, serve and clean-up for 55 people gathered 
there to enjoy a superb Mardi Gras-themed dinner prepared by 
Chef Raphael! The menu was definitely a draw as grateful diners 

feasted on dirty rice, gumbo, cornbread, salad, cupcakes and    
cookies! It was a pleasure to see more church members and staff 

participate as well as group home residents, community folks  
and a family from the Wydaca.  

A big thanks to Raphael, Mike Grau (provided home-baked     
cookies) Earl Pierson, Lisa Bansen-Harp and her daughter,  

Sarah, Suzanne Grafinger, Kris Keller, Jennifer Vicarel,  
Marian Wahl, and Margo Works.                         


