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Easter Faith 3 "o :

On Easter Sunday we heard that when the women went to the tomb with
spices on the first day of the week at early dawn and found it empty, two me
in dazzling clothes appeared and askeddhevlhy do you | ook
the dead? He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while

| eeét hat he would be clk@4he) i ed, ar
When those men told Jesusd mother
women to oOoOremember, 6 they didndt r

obituary for Jesus, like the obituary that appeared on Facebook this past we
That obituary says, essentially, that Jesus did and taught some great things
now heds dead and gone,i hesastay, anyways ¢
But the Jesus who is described in the Facebook obituary is not the Jesus wl
the women, who had been with Jesus since the early days of his ministry, ki
Having remembered what Jesus had said and done in Galilee and on the rc
Jerusalem, when the men in dazzling clothes had told them the tomb was e
because Jesus had risen, they believed them. So they went, immediately, tc
the eleven disciples and the others with them that Jesus had risen!

Luke tells us that, tothemént hese wor ds seemedéan
t hemd (.[Pé&ter éardto theQtdmp and saw for himself that what the
women had said was true!

Then, later that day, Jesus walked with two of his followers on the road to
Emmaus and, when he later blessed and broke the bread at supper, they re
nized him. Returning to Jerusalem, they told the disciples and others who w
gathered together what had happened. Then Jesus appeared among them,
showed them his hands and his feet, still bearing the wounds of his’crucifixir
andaskedy Have you anyt hi Bathephgave@im t miecesod
broiled fish, which he ate in their presence. He is risen, indeed!

The obituary that suggests that Jesus did and taught some great things, anc
now dead and gone, represents what many people around us think, today:
0Good man, old news, irrelevant. 1
We know differently.
We know, because we have experienced it ¢
selves, that Jesus Christ still lives for us, an
among us, as Gododos |
creation. l tds up ta
Christ, to proclaim our Easter faith by contin
| NSRS h hi m, to b
ised future of justice, peace, and love.
Christ is risen! Alleluia!

Sandy Selby, Bridge Pastor
y W g

Mark Your Calendars! Come Get Some
Bloomin’ Good Deals
at our Perennials &

Garage Sale!

Saturday, May 3, 2025
10am - 2pm
Rain or Shine!

Enjoy a tasty (grilled-to-ordgr
by Raphael) all-beef Cg‘
gourmet hot dog
and optional sides,
while you shop!

Consider sharing perennials from
your home garden. Please bring the
to the Celtic Garden by Friday, May 2.

Donated items are needed for the Garage
Sale. Please watch for further details.

Please call the office with inquiries 330-836-2226 x100

Sponsored by the Celtic Gardeners and the
Discipleship Committee of Westminster.




From the Desk of the Clerk of Session:

The regular meeting of Session was on Tuesday, March 25, 2025.
Rev. Dr. Sandy Sel byds contract
months (April 1B July 10, 2025), as per the attached agreement.
The March meeting of Eastminster Presbytery included acting on several

motions from General Assembly. The Eastminster Presbytery website incluJESUS CHRIST

a summary of the meeting. Confirmands are to meet with Session at the be joqs Christ, 33, of Nazareth, died Friday on Mount
ning of the April 29 meeting to receive their statements of faith and accept  cavary, also known as Golgotha, the place of the
them as members. They will then be received as members during the skull. Betrayed by the apostle Judas, Jesus was

May 18 worship service. crucified by the Romans, by order of the Ruler
The 2024 yeaand financial report noted a net loss of $44,752. This does not Pontius Pilate. The causes of death were crucifixion,

include the net loss from two flood emergencies of $16,000. The loss was Cextreme exhaustion, severe torture, and loss of
ered by a transfer from reserve funds. The 2025 budget was approved with blood.

projected deficit. However, the budget reflects lower projected pledges
on pledges received to date), havingifudl pastor for nine months, and no mamber of the housa of David. He was the Son of

reduction§ in committee budgets. d the late Joseph, a carpenter of Nazareth, and Mary,
Don Rearick reported on recent events that have occurred with WYDACA. His devoted Mother. Jesus was bom in a stable

Ed Labbe noted that the Pastoral Nominating Committee has considered 87jp the city of Bethlehem, Judea. He is survived by
candidates so far, with serious discussions having occurred with some. His mother Mary, His faithful Apostles, numerous
Rev. Chance commended them for their work. disciples, and many other followers.

Rev. Dr. Selby noted that at least one person has expressed interest in join j.¢ < was self educated and spent most of his
Westminster to her. Session agreed to extend an invitation to potential new
members to attend a New Member Class as the initial step in becoming a

member of Westminster. Doctor and it is reported that he healed many
Session approved offering an aftgrool program for WYDACA schemjje patients. Up until the time of His death, Jesus was

children 2 days a webksed on the proposal, objective, costs and Memoran- teaching and sharing the Good News, healing the
dum of Understanding as presented. Other events were also approved. sick, touching the lonely, feeding the hungry, and
The Annual Congregational Meeting was held after the morning worship Se'helping the poor.

vice on April 6. Ed Labbe provided a report from the Pastoral Nominating
Committee. Treasurer Jim Cole provided a financial report. The following of
ficers were elected: Elders: Ellen Daugherty, Ed Labbe, Marge Rearick (3y
terms); Kate Clark (1 term to fill vacancy).
Deacons: Martha Rowe, Jennifer Vicarel, Madeline Wilson (3 year terms);
Raphael Peoples (2 year term to fill vacancy).

Endowment Director: Marc Messaros (3 year term).

Nominating Committee: Andi Jopperi, Raphael Peoples, Kristy Yates

2 JERUSALEM 33AD

(bas Jesus Christ, a descendant of Abraham, was a

adult life working as a Carpenter and a Teacher.
Jesus also occasionally worked as a Medical

Jesus was most noted for telling parables about
His Fathers Kingdom and performing miracles,
such as feeding over 5,000 people with only five
loaves of bread and two fish, and healing a man
who was bomn blind. On the day before His death,
He held a Last Supper celebrating the Passover
Feast, at which He foretold His death.

The Jerusalem Times

The body was quickly buried in a stone grave,
which was donated by Joseph of Arimathea, a
loyal friend of the family. By order of Pontius Pilate,
a boulder was rolled in front of the tomb. Roman
soldiers were put on guard.

In lieu of flowers, the family has requested that
everyone try to live as Jesus did. Donations may
be sent to anyone in need. ~ Author unknown

(1 year term).

~Alec Works

: & : oOHe |
Clerk of Session %




Bringing Cheer to Residents of Rockynol

On April 1, several WPC members of all ages delivered vases of
carnations to 73 deserving folks in all of the Assisted Living area

Center
In addition, two members in Independent Living also

and the Health Care
received a carnation bouquet to enjoy.
After we finished at Rockynol, we split up and

drove to facilities so that

10 members elsewhere could also enjoy both a visit and flowers.

('

Some of our congregation sharing
CoffmeIWw a’ Cup oafter worskapu

at

Thanks to Kristy Yates for ordering and picking up the carnations and

greenery! Two of our flower deliverers stole the show:

Audrielle (age 3) who was there with her mom, Madeline Wilson and

Vaughn (age 4), who was there with his grandma,

Suzanne Grafinger. Rounding out the volunteers was Lisa Bansen

Harp, Donna Gorring, Kris Keller, and Margo Works.

Save The Dat

8

in fellowship hall.
a\ m i
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WPC Celtic Garden Perennial/Discipleship Committee Garage

Sale at0-2 pm., Saturday, May 3rd.
Justin T. Rogers Hospice Project, May 143pr.

Celebrating with our Confirmation Class of 2025 on May 18
WPC at 10:30 am with reception following.

Cuyahoga Community Chorus at Westminster Presbyterian
May, 18, 2025 at 4:00 pm. in the Sanctuary.
Memorial Day Picnic, Sunday, May 25th, after 10:30 am wo

Community Dinner, Thursday, May, 29th at 4:45 pm. (WHH
Picnic and Carill on Concert
12:15 pm., more details to come.

Cl
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June 2025 Script Deadline W
Please have your articles and pictures submi )

the church office atpcoffice1250@gmail.com’ . ~ r
by Saturday, May 10, 2025.

| hope you are enjoyihgT h e

t

)
1

A N
S your fe@dtback and

entries are appreciatetawn M Pokorny , Editor

M O



The Thursday Bible study group will be continuing their
0Search
the book of Revelation.
If you have ever wondered how to read and interpret this amazing
book, this would be a great opportunity on Thursdays from-8 pm.
Contact Rae Leonard for a Zoom link.
leonardrae4@gmail.com

for

Hopeod
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Staff Schedules
St af f Mo n Tues| Weds| Thurl|s Fri
Rev. SandyCale| ffice To Make | Appt.
Dave Bodh 8:90am 8:00am | 8:00am | 8:00am
/30pm| 12:30pm| 12:30pm| 12:30pn
Lou Camel 8::%Oam 8:30am
182:38pm 12:30pm
Jim Cole Call Office To Make | Appt.
Dawn Pokb E?:S;}Oam 8:30am | 8:30am | 8:30am| 8:30am
4pr¥1 4pm 4pm 4pm 4pm
Gwynne RegaCallclk Office For Avalil. Times
Pat Schu m8:30 ng ! 8:30am | 8:30am | 8:30am | 8:30am
30pm| 12:30pm| 12:30pm| 12:30pm 12:30pm
Ni k St ackp@ale| Office For Avalil. Times
MH

bl

Serving Others/Serving Christ Together May 17th (rain date May 31st)
The Eastminster Presbytery Resource Committee is organssegn
service project and is inviting churches of the Presbytery to join togethe
to serve other3heproject is being planned for May 17th at the Justin T.
Rogers Hospice Care Center in AKidre day will be spent sprucing up
the property for spring so that it will be more inviting for the residents. T
is a great opportunity for Westminster to work alongside other churches
friends in Christ to help and serve othidesk your calendar for May 17th
and watch for more information as it becomes available. "Many hands r

light wogk.” leels gt @Uhandrserye fogefledgercontact Stacy Franzmar
if you interested in helping and attendiftignzma@kent.edu

First Sunday Food Collectiorwill take place on the first Sunday of each

month. Nonperishable items requested are chicken and tuna in a can, [
packaged dinners, fruits and vegetables in a can, pudding, toilet paper,
towels, and personal care items such as toothpaste, tooth brushes, boc
deodorant etc. Monetary donati or
bagsdé to help those who are | ess

Pentecost June 8th

The Pentecost Offering will be received from May 25th through June 8t
This special offering supportsiak children, youth and young addlkss
churchwide offering helps our youth establish a strong start in life whict
carries them from childhood througke formative years to young adult-
hood. 40% stays with our congregation to support ministries with childre
youth and young adults. 25% supports young adult volunteers serving i
communities around the world, and growing as leaders through transfol
tive Christian service. 25% supports ministries with youth including the
byterian Youth Trienniunihen 10% is devoted to childresnisk and sup-
ports to improve education and provide safe hadelpsnurture the faith

of children, youth and young adults with your generous gifts. "For if we
do a little, it adds up to a lot." Envelopes will be in the pews beginning
25th as well as online giving.

www.westminsterakron.org

Please check out the church website for upcoming music and church e
Members and nemembers are all invited to participate and help in the
many fellowship events happening at Westminster Church.

Letds grow in our community t oge

p



The Garden Grub Club/After School Program Discipleship Doings

Lisa Bansen Harp and Jennifer Vicarel are engaging preschoolerJtie Discipleship Committee is working with the Outreach Commit
a delightful story time session, where they are fostering importanto provide backo-school supplies in August for immigrant families
lessons about kindness and compassion through captivating taleserved by the International Welcome Center. Proceeds from the N
and interactive discussions. In parallel, my daughter Ariel and | argarage sale will help with this effort. If you are able to contribute it
dedicated to teaching the older children about the fascinating worfdr the garage sale, we would welcome your donations.

of food and nutrition. They can be dropped off at the church on April 30, May 1, or May
As part of this initiative, the kids will embark on a kamgtsurney If you would like to help on the day of the sale, please contact Gw
where they will first brainstorm and plan a nutritious meal togethe@r Dottie. Watch for more information in upcoming Scripts and in t
They will learn about the importance of fresh ingredients by growBulletins with details on other ways you can contribute to the Aug!
ing the vegetables necessary for their chosen dishes in our comnfi@ckto-school supplies effort. _

nity garden. Once the vegetables are ready, they will also create ¥Ve will be celebrating our confirmation class on May 18 with a re:
detailed grocery list and research the costs of any additional itemfion following the worship service. We hope that you will join us or
they need to complete their meal. that day to help u_s r_ecogn_lze our yguth. : -« i
The culmination of this project will take place in August, when we@n June 8, the Discipleship Committee will be assisting Nik with t
host a special dinner for their families. The children will take an Carillon Concert Picnic on the church lawn after the worship servi

active role in preparing and cooking the meal, transforming their S DR YR O CITRG

learning into a delicious dining experience that showcases their hQk{ Adult Bible Study and Adult Book Study groups will be wrapp
work and creativity. up in May and taking a hiatus for the summer months. We hope y

will consider joining one or both of these groups when they start b
up in September. Watch this space for information.

A Oo0rebootdé for our dinner gro
not yet part of a dinner group but would like to join or if you just
would like more information, contact Dottie Erb, at email address:
erbd@icloud.com

~Gwynne Rearick

:E Habitat for Humanity of Summit County has reported fake ads
E claiming that they are offering free roofs and bathroom remoé!els
+this is NOT true! Do not click on any links in these ads.

3 If you are unsure about the legitimacy of an ad or offer, you
fishould call the supposed service directly.

2 You can reach Habitat for Humanity of Summit County at
4330.745.7734. :
+ This information has been provide by Elliot Kolkovich, Summngt
sCounty Prosecutords offi cemsi




Community Dinner
On Thursday, March 27, WHH was the setting for many bustling

volunteers to prepare, serve and al@aior 55 people gathered
there to enjoy a superb Mardi Gitemmed dinner prepared by

Chef Raphael' The menu was definitely a draw as grateful diners -

feasted on dirty rice, gumbo, cornbread, salad, cupcakes and
cookies! It was a pleasure to see more church members and sta
participate as well as group home residents, community folks
and a family from the Wydaca.
A big thanks to Raphael, Mike Grau (provided Hzaked
cookies) Earl Pierson, Lisa Baridanp and her daughter,
Sarah, Suzanne Grafinger, Kris Keller, Jennifer Vicarel,
Marian Wahl, and Margo Works.




