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Westminster Presbyterian Church 
Akron, Ohio 

Sunday, November 14, 2021 
Minutes of the Special Session Meeting – FINAL 

Be adaptive, engaging, generous, inclusive and relevant. Be faithful. Be Westminster! 
 

The special meeting of the Session of Westminster Presbyterian Church was called to order by 
Moderator Rev. Laura Kelly at 3:08 p.m.  
 
Elders (+ present, * excused, - absent) 

Class of 2021 Class of 2022 Class of 2023 
+ Nancy Keogh + Rob Gilbert + Ellen Daugherty 
+ Phil Fry * James Gray + Shelley Koutnik, Treasurer 

*  Rebecca Pool + Sandy Gruneich + Brian Rodabaugh 
+ Don Rearick + Ginny Melver + Alec Works, Clerk of Session 

 
Also present:  Rev. Laura Kelly, appointed Moderator and liaison to Westminster from Eastminster 
Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry (COM); Rev. Cathy Ulrich, General Moderator and Stated Clerk 
of Eastminster Presbytery; and Rev. Carolyn Griffeth, Moderator, COM. 
 
Opening and Declaration of Quorum 
Rev. Kelly called the meeting to order and opened the Session meeting with prayer at 3:08 pm. The 
presence of a quorum was confirmed and declared.  
 
New Business 
The main purpose of the meeting was to begin the transitional process since the dissolution of the 
pastoral relationship with Rev. Jonathon Hauerwas, which was effective November 7, 2021.  Two 
other items had been presented for action. 
 
A motion had been presented by the Outreach Committee related to cancelling the community 
dinner planned for November 21. The original motion was to cancel the Third Sunday / Seasonal 
Dinners until March 2022. Following discussion, the following motions prevailed: 
2021-166 MOTION prevailed to amend the motion from Outreach from as presented to as stated 
below. 
 
2021-167 MOTION prevailed to cancel the Third Sunday / Seasonal Dinners until further notice. 
 
The other item was to approve the minutes of the November 7, 2021 congregational meeting. 
2021-168 MOTION prevailed to approve the minutes of the November 7, 2021 congregational 
meeting. [Purpose: To dissolve the pastoral relationship with Rev. Hauerwas.] 
 
Discussions proceeded to where we stand in the transitional process. Before he left, Rev. Hauerwas 
worked with staff and committees to help ensure many responsibilities would be addressed. Session 
had already approved having members of New Covenant Church join us to celebrate the Advent 
season, with their pastor, Rev. Tom Ulrich, preaching. The Worship Committee has been diligent in 
lining up supply pastors to preach through the end of February. The church office is aware of 
persons available to provide pastoral care. 
 
During its regular October meeting, Session moved to pursue hiring an interim pastor (Motion 2021-
164). This process was discussed at length, along with a draft job description. The following motion 
was made, seconded and approved: 
2021-169 MOTION prevailed to approve the job description for an interim pastor as discussed. 
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This job description will be forwarded to the COM for approval. 
 
Next, we discussed other duties or responsibilities which typically have been performed by the 
pastor, and how those should be handled until an interim pastor is hired. Following discussion, the 
following motion was made, seconded and approved: 
2021-170 MOTION prevailed to elect Shelley Koutnik as head of staff, until the appointment of an 
interim pastor.  
 
Note: This motion authorizes Shelley, with the support of Session, to provide any day-to-day 
oversight which does not fall under the responsibilities of a staff member nor a committee. Such 
oversight has typically been performed by the pastor. 
 
The next regular Session meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, November 23 at 7 p.m. Rev. Kelly will 
serve as moderator. 
 
There was no other new business.  A motion to adjourn was made, seconded and approved.  The 
meeting was then closed with prayer at 4:32 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________________________ ______________________________________________ 
Alec Works, Clerk of Session   Rev. Laura Kelly, Moderator 
 


