
                 1st Sunday in Lent 
        

 

 

February 21, 2021 
at 10:30 a.m. 
on Facebook Live 

 

 
or on our church website 
at westminsterakron.org 
 
 

COME 
 
Opening Voluntary              Contemplation on “Tallis’ Canon”           Richard Purvis 

  

We welcome you to Westminster’s online worship service this Sunday. To set a 
more worshipful tone while watching this service at home, we encourage you to 
find a quiet space and light a candle.  
  
If you are joining us on Facebook Live, then you can find a copy of today’s 
bulletin on our church website at westminsterakron.org.  
  

*Call to Worship                                                                                          Kara Hauerwas 

  
People of the covenant: God does not remember us according to our sins and 
transgressions. 
God remembers us according to God’s own steadfast love! 

The God of our salvation teaches us right paths and leads us in truth.  
All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness; we put 
our trust in God.  

 
*Hymn 87                   The Glory of These Forty Days               ERHALT UNS, HERR 



 
ENCOUNTER 

 
Call to Confession 
 
God’s bow has been hung in the clouds - a unilateral disarmament in spite of our 
sin. God remains faithful to the covenant of steadfast love, even when we are 
unfaithful. Without fear, then, we confess our sins.  
  
Prayer of Confession 

  

God of mercy, we begin this Lenten season in confession. We do 
not live according to your ways, but according to our own. We 
condone violence, participate in systems of injustice, and use 
power to our own advantage at the expense of others. Forgive us, 
we pray, when we are tempted to follow paths other than those you 
set before us.  
Teach us your commandments; help us to turn from evil in its 
many guises, and turn toward your kingdom drawing near. In 
covenantal love, remember us, we pray, and be for us, once more 
and always, an ark of safety and new life.  
In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.  
  

Silence is observed. 
  
Response 574                             Lord, Have Mercy                                          Kyrie   

Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have 
mercy upon us. 

  
Assurance of Forgiveness           



As Noah and his family were brought safely through the flood onto dry ground, 
so in baptismal waters we are brought from death into new life in Christ. Jesus 
Christ, who is at the right hand of God, forgives us and reconciles us and all 
things in heaven and on earth. Thanks be to God for this good news! 

  

*Response           O My Soul, Bless Your Redeemer, vs. 1*                    STUTTGART   

*Passing the Peace   
We invite you now to greet one another saying, The peace of Christ be 
with you.   
  

Time for Church Life and Call for the Offering                                                
  
Because we believe that in Jesus Christ, God’s time is fulfilled and the kingdom of 
God has come near, we respond in tangible ways. By doing acts of justice and 
compassion and by sharing our resources, we bear witness to the good news of 
the gospel. The offering is received in gratitude to God.  
  

Anthem                           O Hold Thou Me Up                                  Benedetto Marcello 

      Valerie Niese Stewart & Elizabeth Crabtree, soloists 

  

O hold Thou me up, guide me in the path, guide me in the path of Thy 
commandments. I am Thy servant, teach me Thy statutes, Hold up my 
goings, my goings in all Thy paths so that my footsteps may not be moved.  
  

I call upon Thee in time of distress; I call upon Thee, for Thou wilt hear me. 
Thou art my Refuge; lead me and guide me. Hearken Thou unto me, haste 
Thee to help me. Oh, hearken, hearken unto my prayer. 
  

*Response 592              Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow         Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures 
here below; Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts; Praise Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 



Time with Young Disciples 
    

 
GROW 

 
Prayer for Illumination 
 

Gracious God, in rushing waters and in dry wilderness, in every season and 
circumstance, we need your sustaining word. By the power of your Holy Spirit, 
proclaim the good news among us today so that we may repent and believe 
and see anew how the time is fulfilled and the kingdom has come near; in 
Jesus Christ your Son, our Savior. Amen.  
  

The First Lesson                       Genesis 9:8-17                                          Old Testament 

  

8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9 “As for me, I am 
establishing my covenant with you and your descendants after you,  
10 and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic 
animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark.  
11 I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by 
the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 
12 God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you 
and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations:  
13 I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between 
me and the earth. 14 When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in 
the clouds, 15 I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every 
living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to 
destroy all flesh. 16 When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the 
everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on 
the earth.” 17 God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have 
established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 

 
The Second Lesson                   Mark 1:9-15                                            New Testament 

  

9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in 
the Jordan. 10 And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens 
torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11 And a voice came from 
heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

12 And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness.  
13 He was in the wilderness for forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the 
wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. 
14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good 
news of God, 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has 
come near; repent, and believe in the good news.”   



This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

  

Sermon                              A Sign                                        The Reverend Jon Hauerwas 

 

 
SERVE 
 
*Affirmation of Faith      
  

God holds the world in fierce love, and keeps the ultimate promise 
by sending Jesus into the world, pouring out the Holy Spirit, and 
announcing the good news: those who repent and believe in Jesus 
live anew as members of the family of God - the first fruits of a new 
creation. We rejoice in the goodness of God, renounce the works of 
darkness, and dedicate ourselves to holy living. As covenant 
partners, set free for joyful obedience, we offer our hearts and lives 
to do God’s work in the world. With tempered impatience, eager to 
see injustice ended, we expect the Day of the Lord. We are 
confident that the light which shines in the present darkness will 
fill the earth when Christ appears. Come, Lord Jesus. Our world 
belongs to you.    
  

Prayers of the People 

  
Steadfast God, thank you for sheltering us in the storms of life. Thank you for 
ministering to us through angels seen and unseen in times that test us. Thank 
you for claiming us as your people beloved forever. Because of your great love 
and care for us, we trust you in our brightest joys and deepest needs.  
  

We rejoice when dark clouds of trouble are overtaken by the light of your 
presence and new possibilities, when things settle down after a time of tossing 
about, when the great storm is over, and when the promise of resurrection life 
takes hold in us with sure and certain hope.  
  

Hear our prayers, we ask, for the deep needs of the world. In places of violence 
and warfare, give us the courage to lay down our weapons of death and 
promote life and well-being instead. In places of drought and fire, bring rains 
that make the earth colorful and verdant again. In places where the waters 
overtake their boundaries, allow the overflowing chaos to recede.  
  

Loving God, in life and in death, we belong to you. So in the midst of life, we 
entrust ourselves to your care. We are bold to ask for help when we are 
confused, lost, or afraid. We are eager to ask for healing for our bodies and 
minds, whether wounded, ill, or recovering. And we are unceasing in our 



prayers for those we love who are far from us physically, emotionally, or 
spiritually. In the midst of death and grief, even though we are weary, we 
return again and again, praying for comfort, for an easing of the pain that 
comes from loss, and for the light of your presence to pierce the present 
darkness.  
  

As the heavens were torn open at Jesus’ baptism, and the curtain in the temple 
was torn at his crucifixion, so now tear open anything that divides us from you 
or hides your presence in our lives or in the church. We desire to hear your 
voice of love, to receive the gift of your Holy Spirit, and to see you clearly. Lead 
us to serve others faithfully as disciples of Jesus Christ, in whose name we 
pray. Amen.   
  

We pray silently... 
  

And finally, together as the people of God, let us offer the words of the Lord’s 
Prayer, saying in one voice:      

  
The Lord’s Prayer 

  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 
  

*Hymn 81                 Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days             ST. FLAVIAN 

*Charge and Benediction 
 

As Jesus spent forty days in the wilderness, so we will spend forty days in this 
season of Lent. Consider, children of the covenant, the faithfulness of God, 



and what it means to be baptized into Christ.  
 
We live each day proclaiming the good news, in word and deed, that God is 
with us and the kingdom is near.  
 
May the God of covenant faithfulness enfold you; the beloved Son encourage 
you; and the Holy Spirit descend upon you in blessing; this day and forever.  

  

Voluntary                        The Glory of These Forty Days                         Robert Powell 
  

* This response replaces the Gloria Patri during Lent      
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
The Flowers In The Chancel are given by Susan Switzer Greene in loving 
memory of her father, Duane Switzer. 
 
New “Thriving” Zoom Class  A new class designed for Senior members and 
non-members of the church, “Thriving & Discovering the Sacred in Your Life 
Journey”, will start on Wednesday, March 3 at 3:00 p.m. via Zoom. Karen Elvin 
and Claudine Schooley will lead you to gain support, strength, challenge, and 
comfort for your life, and spiritual practice. The one-hour class of interactive 
activity is free with a spring session of 4 weeks. All are welcome. The only 
requirement is to have access to Zoom. Please contact the church office at 
wpcoffice1250@gmail.com or 330-836-2226 for more information, and to get  
the zoom link. 
 

Outreach Committee’s Survey  Please remember to complete the Outreach 
Survey you received in the February/March Script. Deadline is Wednesday, 
February 24. If you have already replied, thank you for your participation.  

  
Monthly Financial Report 

 

January 2021 Actual Budget YTD Actual YTD Budget 

Total Revenues $91,507.04 $54,147.66 $91,507.04 $54,147.66 

Total Expenses $37,084.29 $49,155.81 $37,084.29 $49,155.81 

Net  $54,422.75 $4,991.85 $54,422.75 $4,991.85 

 
 

Please contact the Finance Office if you would like a copy of the  
detailed financial report for the period ending January 31, 2021. 

mailto:wpcoffice1250@gmail.com


Pastor on Study Leave  Pastor Jon will be on study leave next week. We will 
have a guest preacher, The Reverend Eric Dillenbeck, at Westminster on Sunday, 
February 28.  
 
Choir is not meeting today. 
 
Today Food Distribution starts at 1:00 p.m. & the Free Hot Meal 

Dinner for the community is at 5:00 p.m. 

 
 

Giving Online  During these difficult times, the church remains 
grateful for your faithful support. To give electronically on the WPC 
website click under the tab "online giving" and use this QR Code.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
The church office is open from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., Monday - Friday. 
Staff schedule in the office: Monday - Pastor Jon, Claudine Schooley, Debby 
Evrard and Dave Bodnar. Tuesday - Pastor Jon, Debby Evrard, Sheila Svoboda, 
and Dave Bodnar. Wednesday - Debby Evrard, Claudine Schooley, and Dave 
Bodnar. Thursday - Claudine Schooley, Debby Evrard, Sheila Svoboda, and 
Dave Bodnar. Friday - Pastor Jon, Claudine Schooley. 
 

 
Westminster Presbyterian Church 
1250 West Exchange Street, Akron, Ohio 44313 
westminsterakron@gmail.com - 330-836-2226 
www.westminsterakron.org 

CALENDAR of CHURCH EVENTS for the week of February 21 - 27, 2021 

Sunday, 2/21   
9:00 am       Youth Zoom Conversation 

9:45 am         Tween Sunday School via Zoom 
10:30 am     Worship Service on Facebook 
                       Live 
1:00 pm        Food Distribution 
5:00 pm       Third Sunday Dinner/Free 
                       Hot Meal Distribution 
7:00 pm       Confirmation Class via Zoom 

Monday, 2/22 
7:00 pm     Zoom Bible Study  
 
Tuesday, 2/23 
7:00 pm     Session Zoom Meeting 
 
Thursday, 2/25  
9:30 am      Zoom Staff Meeting 
7:00 pm       Zoom Adult Education  

http://www.westminsterakron.org/

