
DISCIPLESHIP COMMITTEE MINUTES 

 

October 8, 2019 

7:00 p.m. 

 

Members:  

Lisa Bansen-Harp (Deacon)            Jon Hauerwas (Pastor) 

Sheila Svoboda (DCFM)               Ed Labbe (Elder)  

Marian Wahl (Deacon)    Cathy Melver 

Mallory Gray (Youth Coordinator)   Rae Leonard      

 

Guests:   

Bill Melver      Karen Elgin 

          

Opening Prayer 

Approval of September minutes 

 

UPDATES: 

  YOUTH EDUCATION/ACTIVITIES – Mallory Gray 

o Hike/Campfire – 10/13/19 at Seiberling Nature Realm. 

RSVPs are coming in for the evening hike and campfire for the youth. 

o Vision-Admin Team / Volunteer Update 

To date, no-one has responded to calls for help. Mallory is going to meet with parents of 

youth and tweens soon. 

o 2020 Confirmation plans. 

--10 sessions in winter / spring 

--4 potential confirmands. Wesley, Gabi, Amaya, Aidan 

o Mission Trip 2020: 

--Options and planning update: Mallory is planning to get input from the youth parents. 

--Fundraising: $7600 currently available in the Youth programming fund. 

 

  PRAYER QUILT MINISTRY – Marian Wahl 

o Update 

--A quilt is currently up for Phil Keller. 

   

  ADULT EDUCATION - Rae Leonard 

o Status on discussion of Wisdom Literature.  

Participation has been strong, with several new faces. 

 There will be a video series on Buddhism in November in room 106.  

Jon may be gone on November 17 and 24 (the first for a pulpit exchange, the second for 

study leave) and will need a sub who is computer-proficient (perhaps Holly Christensen, 

who is also Buddhist). Jon will reach out. We will also need to advertise the series, as it 

may well attract members who are not currently attending the adult Bible study. 

o Rae will be teaching in December. Tentative topic for Advent: how Jesus is the 

fulfillment of God’s promise to His people. 

 
 



CHILDREN AND FAMILY MINISTRIES - Sheila Svoboda 

o Children’s & Family Ministry Team – Update 

Team meeting scheduled for Sunday, Oct. 20 after church. 

o Book Study for teachers – Status 

The group met for the first time in early October to begin discussing Richard Rohr’s The 

Universal Christ. They will meet every three weeks. 

o Library Conversations – Status 

--Sheila plans to send out e-mails announcing the topic of the week. She has noticed that 

participation is best when the topic is announced ahead of time. 

--Mallory will lead the Library Conversations on 20 Oct. and 3 Nov. with discussion of 

issues for couples. 

o Tween Event at Get Air – Chapel Hill – 9/29 11:30 – 2:00 - Review 

The event was well-attended (11 tweens!) and well-appreciated by the participants. 

Sheila noted that the atmosphere at Get Air is less frenetic than at other venues. 

o Reverse Halloween Party at Rockynol – 10/26/19   

2:00-4:00 p.m. WPC children will have a parade and do crafts with Rockynol residents. 

o A “bookmark” containing a version of the message about welcoming children in worship 

has been placed in the pews with the envelopes. 

o Our Whole Lives: Sexuality and Our Faith training plans for three teachers/facilitators. 

o Mallory Gray 

o Andi Jopperi 

o Looking for a Male (Brian Rodabaugh?) 

o Properties will address Discipleship recommendation to install a camera in the toddler 

room. 

  

  LIBRARY REFRESH - Cathy Melver 

o Survey on library use – Cathy sent a copy out to the committee. Paper copies for the 

congregation will be put at the Connection Point, and Mallory will put the link to Survey 

Monkey in the Sunday update for those who prefer to respond online. There will be an 

announcement from the pulpit as well as a blurb in the bulletin to direct members to the 

survey. 

o Status on library cleanup:  

Properties has communicated which areas needed to be dealt with so that Valerie can 

work in the library. Cathy sorted most of the materials, but items in the desk drawers are 

not yet consolidated. 

 

CHURCH-WIDE DISCIPLESHIP EVENTS 

o February 29, 2020: Soup Fest and Jeopardy(?) Westminster Edition. 

o Deacons will be in charge of the food. 

o Planning will be a priority of the November meeting. We will need to change 

the entertainment unless someone comes forward to lead the planning for 

Jeopardy, Westminster Edition. 

o Fellowship: Goal is to gather people every two months or so for an outing or dinner.  

o Bill Melver (Guest) has idea to present to the committee.  

 
 



UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

o Artistic/Educational Program at Weathervane Playhouse about Teen Suicide.  

o Use the local Pentecost funds for expenses and advertising ($386.40). 

o Scheduled for November 3. 

o Luncheon after the church service. Soups with baguettes + cake (it’s birthday 

Sunday). We will put a sign-up for donations of crockpots of soup or chili at the 

Connection Point.  

o Leftover Pentecost funds will be donated to a directly related charity. 

o No Minute for Ministry. Pulpit announcements on 10/20 and 10/27. 

o Mallory wrote Script article. 

o Advertising: 

--Banner is up in front of church.  

--Radio/Newspaper: advertising in the Akron Beacon Journal is $500 per ad. 

The West Side Leader charges $250. We don’t have a budget that would allow 

either. Check with West Side Leader re community events page (free?).  

Mallory will check with the Summit and Akron U radio stations. 

--Mallory will contact local middle and high school PTA groups with a 

Facebook-ready message. 

o Eberts Lecture – June 2020 

o Will Willimon - June 6-7, 2020.  He could lecture on Sunday morning before 

worship, preach, and lecture again after worship. 

o He usually does not receive less than $1,000 to $2,000.  We have $2500 in the 

Eberts Lecture budget.  With anticipated distributions over the next year, we 

should have almost $3,500.  We can also reach out to other congregations for 

participation and funding assistance for a well-known speaker. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

o Andi Jopperi inquired about the possibility of Westminster offering a family camp next 

summer. We request that she propose any ideas to the committee. An alternative 

discussed was a retreat at a park shelter (like Sand Run). 

o Karen Elgin (Guest) presented to the committee an idea for a study / prayer group 

(including a study book) where church members would be invited to explore their 

spiritual gifts with the help of art. She could co-lead such a group in the Spring, perhaps 

as a half-day workshop. Karen has a certificate in spiritual direction and has taught art 

therapy classes. We asked her to put together a proposal. Perhaps this could be run during 

Lent (in conjunction with another session on mindfulness) as part of a theme of 

deepening prayer practices. 

o Claudine Schooley's disability class started 10/7/19 (Goes to 3/15/20). After the first 

meeting, Claudine has decided to look for another venue and open the program to the 

larger community. 

o Bill Melver pitched a proposal for Adult Fellowship Dinners. He recognizes that many 

younger church members are busy and hesitate to host dinner groups, and that the potluck 

model of the former Monday Night Supper Club has become difficult for older members, 

so he talked to the culinary director at Rockynol about preparing a buffet dinner to be 

served there for a nominal fee. Jon will provide a devotional. Bill has agreed to continue 

organizing the dinners for the next year (at a rate of one every three months or so). 



--To get the news out about the first dinner, Jon will do an announcement from the pulpit 

and there will be a blurb in the bulletin. Cathy will write up the bulletin piece and prepare 

the sign-up sheet for the Connection Point. 

 

--The first dinner has been scheduled as follows:  

When: Friday, Nov 8, at 6:00.  

Where: the Stonebridge Grill at Rockynol (in the Assisted Living building). There is 

limited parking in front (accessible from Market Street). Participants with no mobility 

challenges are asked to park in the large lot on Exchange Street. 

How much: $12 per person (+ cash bar available) 

RSVP required: sign up at the Connection Point in Wright-Herberich Hall. There is 

a 40 person limit. 

o Worship Committee approached Jon with concerns about the Hanging of the Greens. Phil 

Fry is willing to take on a leadership role for that event. He will need help from other 

committees, especially Deacons and Discipleship, for the December 1 event. Earl 

Pierson, Pat Schumacher from Worship (and from Deacons) have come forward to help. 

We need someone from Discipleship to step up as well.  

 

Closing Prayer 

Next meeting – November 12, 2019 @ 7 p.m.   


